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Opened in 2014, Hardwick House School is an independent 

specialist provision for children and young people from ages 7 to 18 

who have a diagnosis and an Educational Health Care Plan (EHCP) 

for Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD).   

 

Based in the University town of Loughborough, the school is located 

in a safe, semi-rural setting within easy access of a full range of 

facilities used to compliment our daily structure and activities.  We 

offer a unique environment which promotes the growth and 

development of the young people in our care, whilst facilitating 

their development as individuals and as part of the community. 

 

Hardwick House focuses on raising aspirations and developing 

prospects for the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our learners are high functioning autistic children who may have 

spent time away from education due to increased anxieties.  Our 

philosophy at Hardwick House is to put the needs and well-being of 

these young people first, at the very heart of everything that we do, 

ensuring that they are enabled to learn in a positive and inclusive 

environment.  We recognise the specific needs of each child and we 

offer a learner-centred approach to help them manage these needs 

and empower them to develop strategies to cope with the demands 

of social and educational pressures.  Our long term aim is to ensure 

that each and every child fulfils their potential, overcomes the 

barriers of their autism and is ready for the next stage in their 

education. 

 

Whether arriving at aged seven to start a long term programme or 

for only a single year at a later education stage, every learner is 

given personalised attention to suit their much specialised needs.  

At Hardwick House School we are confident that we can, and indeed 

do, make a difference to the lives of the young people in our care. 
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OUR VISION 
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Our staff come from a range of educational and support 

backgrounds and comprise of Qualified Teachers, Higher Level 

Teaching Assistants, Sports Coaches and Qualified Outdoor Learning 

Instructors.  In addition to this, we have access to a full range of 

supplementary professional support staff such as Speech and 

Language Therapists, Occupational Therapists and Counsellors.   

 

Staff are deployed across the timetable to ensure that learners are 

given access to the most appropriate and effective provision at any 

one time within a stable and consistent weekly routine. 

 

 

 

 

Within the structure of a set timetable, we ensure that personalised 

approaches are developed for each learner with respect to our 

lesson delivery and the activities that we offer across the week.  

Through this approach, we aspire to promote learner independence 

by developing a young person’s understanding of themselves and 

the world around them.   

  

With this is mind, Hardwick House School has four core aims for the 

young people in our care; 

1. To develop a you g perso ’s a ility to foster positive 
relationships. 

2. To develop a you g perso ’s i depe de t life a d livi g 
skills. 

3. To develop a you g perso ’s a ility to lead healthy a d 
fulfilling lives.  

4. To develop a you g perso ’s e ploy e t prospe ts. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Beyond the expertise offered by the staff in the school, links are 

maintained with local support agencies to ensure that the best 

possible care is given to our learners.  Knowledgeable advice is 

taken from Autism Outreach to consolidate work already done and 

further staffing is brought in to advise and support when necessary. 

 

 

 

STAFFING 

PERSONALISED LEARNING 

WORKING WITH PARTNERS 
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The curriculum at Hardwick House School is rich and inspiring; we 

offer a broad range of experiences and opportunities. The core 

subjects of Maths, English, Science and P.E. are taught discreetly, 

along with other qualification subjects at Key Stage 4.  In our 

Primary and Key Stage 3 groups, the foundation subjects are taught 

through a topic based approach.  This includes our Key Stage 3 

learners working towards qualifications in Wider Key Skills. 

The Hardwick House School curriculum has a clear focus on holistic 

development and significant focus on developing young people’s 
abilities in all areas of learning. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Citizenship & PSHE at Hardwick House School support young people 

with autism to develop emotionally and socially, encouraging their 

participation in increasing personal awareness and social skills.   

In Key Stage 2, PSHCEE is built into all subjects throughout the day 

but is perhaps most obvious in timetabled Outdoor Social 

Communication lessons.  All Key Stage 2 learners spend a minimum 

of four learning periods per week in Outdoor Social Communication 

where the focus is on the three areas of difficulty typically 

experienced by our learners; social communication, social 

interaction and social imagination.  In addition, all learners in Key 

Stage 2 have one session per week of specific Social Communication 

input from the Speech and Language Therapist.   

In Key Stage 3, PSHE continues to be signposted throughout all the 

curriculum areas with an additional discrete lesson of PSHE once per 

week delivered by the PSHE lead teacher.  Key Stage 3 learners also 

have six learning sessions per week working towards the ASDAN 

Wider Key Skills qualifications of Problem Solving, Improving Own 

Learning and Performance and Working With Others.  

In Key Stage 4 and 5, learners continue to have one timetabled 

learning session per week of discrete PSHE.  Units of work delivered 

are diverse and regularly reviewed to meet the needs of the 

individuals within each teaching group with an increased focus on 

preparing our young people for independent adulthood within 

modern day Britain.  Units of work include Citizenship, Sex and 

Relationships Education and Careers Education.  Within the 

programme, there are opportunities for learners to explore their 

future options post Hardwick House and to begin any related 

transition programmes. 

 

 

WELCOME 

PSHE & CITIZENSHIP 

 HARDWICK HOUSE SCHOOL 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Maths is taught across all Key Stages and culminates in Key Stage 4 

where the final aim is to work towards a range of qualifications 

including Entry Level Certificate, Functional Skills and GCSE.  

Our learners follow the six key areas of study (Number, Algebra, 

Ratio, Proportion and Rates of Change, Geometry & Measures, 

Probability and Statistics) and have on average four lessons per 

week.  We move steadily through the topic areas with an aim 

towards mastering mathematical knowledge and then applying this 

knowledge in real world and examination style problems. 

Lessons are varied in style and use both independent and group 

tasks to encourage problem solving and social communication 

where appropriate. 

 

 

English is also taught across all Key Stages where our learners work 

towards an Entry Level Certificate, a Functional Skills qualification or 

a GSCE at the end of Key Stage 4. 

Our learners have access to a wide range of genres which include 

popular texts, poetry and play scripts.  Lessons are varied and lively, 

moving between bringing a text to life through drama to studying 

the complexities of English grammar. 

 

 

 

The study of Science covers a broad range of exciting and innovative 

topics. Practical experience is linked with scientific ideas, and 

learners are encouraged to think critically and creatively in order to 

form their own ideas and to overcome problems.  Science influences 

our everyday lives – from the improvements in technologies, 

medicines and industries through to the environmental, historical 

and cultural impacts of scientific discoveries and learners are 

encouraged to explore this through studied topics. 

In Biology, we study life in all forms from microscopic bacteria to 

whole eco systems.  Chemistry deals with the building blocks of the 

world around us, from sub-atomic protons, neutrons and electrons 

to massive man-made structures.  The aim of Physics is to study 

nature at its most fundamental level, we ask the question - why 

does the universe act the way it does? 

 

MATHS 

ENGLISH 

SCIENCE 

 HARDWICK HOUSE SCHOOL 

 



 

 
 

Each learner is assigned their own individual laptop to support them 

not only in ICT, but in each of their subject areas within school.   

Information Communication Technology is taught throughout all 

Key Stages targeting a Level Two qualification at the end of Year 11.  

As they progress through the school, learners have the 

opportunities to develop their Word, Power Point, Excel and 

programming skills, supporting their development for future 

employment.  They are also educated in the safe use of ICT in the 

wider world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Learning a foreign language enables our learners to develop their 

skills of communication and understanding of how language works 

as well as broadening their minds to help them to learn more about 

the world around them and the different cultures within it, giving an 

international dimension to their learning. 

  

Learners at Hardwick House have great fun learning Spanish 

through a wide range of topics such as ; holidays, travel, sports, 

food, family and friends. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Creativity and the opportunity for expression are key to developing 

personality in education and this is something which we take every 

opportunity to explore. 

In Key Stage 2, Art and Design is delivered within term long, cross-

curricular topics.  In Key Stage 3, learners have discrete lessons 

here the focus of the projects is to de elop the learner’s skills and 
understanding of material processing towards a 2D or 3D outcome 

with Art lessons following the work of a particular artist of choice 

and Technology lessons maximising the practical opportunities on 

offer. 

 In Key Stage 4, learners follow a two-year GCSE course in Resistant 

Materials where learners look to utilise skills learnt in KS3 to 

complete two coursework assignments, each with a requirement to 

produce a product of notable quality.  The course finishes with an 

examination which looks to test the learner’s learned kno ledge of 
tools and materials and with marks already secured in the 

coursework assignments. 

 

 

ICT 

LANGUAGES 

ART & DESIGN 

 HARDWICK HOUSE SCHOOL 

 



 

 

 
 

Food and Nutrition lessons are offered across all Key Stages with 

students following a structured recipe each week, alternating 

between a sweet and savoury focus.  Whilst the outcomes offer the 

opportunity for some delicious take home treats, it is more so the 

personal development and learning that is considered a key priority.  

Life skills are developed in abundance and the opportunity to work 

alongside peers and try new and interesting sensory experiences are 

invaluable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recognising the value of physical activity as a stimulus for the mind 

and well being, learners are encouraged to be as active as possible 

across their week with timetabled lessons focussing on sports and 

skills to develop their social skills alongside their special capacities 

and physical attributes.  Within these timetabled lessons, a wide 

range of sports are covered including the more traditional rugby, 

football and tennis options as well as the wider possibilities such as 

dodgeball, golf and climbing.  Beyond lessons, learners are keen to 

engage in social play in the grounds of the school and make use of 

the facilities available and the staff support on offer. 

 

 

 

 

In Key Stage 3, our learners all work towards the three ASDAN 

Wider Key Skills qualifications of Working with Others, Improving 

Own Learning and Problem Solving.  These qualifications are the 

equivalent to GCSE level study, so no mean feat! 

Throughout Key Stage 3, learners complete a number of cross-

curricular projects to build skills.  Past and current projects include: 

 Landscaping and building a pond and wildlife area 

 Learning to ride a bicycle and bicycle maintenance 

 First Aid 

 Healthy Eating and Cooking on a Budget 

 Independent Living Skills 

 Textiles and sewing projects 

 Learning a new sporting skill 

 Planning whole school events 

 

 

FOOD & NUTRITION 

PHYSICAL EDUCATON 

WIDER KEY SKILLS 
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We are fortunate to benefit from the services of SALT, OT and 

Counsellor services on a weekly basis.  Our learners work in small 

groups to develop their social skills and also benefit from the 

opportunity of one to one guidance.  Here, concerns can be heard 

and can prompt actions for future changes or interventions as 

required.   

Our lear ers are also assig ed a lear i g oa h ; a e er of staff 
responsible for monitoring the general well-being of our learners 

and facilitating coaching sessions.  The coaching process is 

multifaceted and covers everything from catching up with work to 

mediation of social issues. 

Learners at Hardwick House also have the opportunity to take part 

in a number of ASD specific therapeutic interventions including 

sensory need intervention utilising the expertise of staff and the 

array of sensory equipment available at school.  They also have the 

option to interact with the various animals we have at Hardwick 

House, something which has proven benefits, especially for young 

people with ASD.  Our enclosures are designed to be accessible to 

all of our learners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Communication is delivered as a stand alone lesson to our 

Key Stage 2 and 3 learners.  These sessions are planned and 

delivered in conjunction with our Speech and Language therapist 

with the focus being to facilitate communication in both verbal 

behaviour (speech or spoken language) and non-verbal behaviour 

(eye gaze, facial expression and gestures). The groups follow a 

structured programmed to help them to express feelings, share 

ideas and experiences and to solve problems, big or small. Each 

week the session ends with a game to help reinforce the skills 

needed to communicate socially; learning to take turns, listening 

and interaction skills, respecting the opinions of others, winning and 

losing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Counselling, provided by a specialist outside agency, is available to 

all learners if or when they need it.  We encourage learners to 

decide for themselves if they would like to speak to a counsellor.  

Following referral, learners will be given a regular appointment time 

when they will speak to someone on a one to one basis thereby 

giving them the security and reassurance of a professional ear. 

 

 

INTERVENTION 

SOCIAL COMMUNICATION 

COUNSELLING 

 HARDWICK HOUSE SCHOOL 

 



 

 

 

Set in over an acre of garden space, our outdoor education area 

provides a fantastic opportunity for learners to immerse themselves 

in practical learning; making mistakes and taking risks in a 

controlled and monitored manner.  There are opportunities to take 

part in activities such as primitive fire lighting and outdoor cooking 

sessions, making use of the outdoor kitchen and food 

preparation/dining areas.  

The outdoor classroom is also home to a greenwood workshop 

where learners are able to use long forgotten methods of cutting, 

hewing, joining and shaping wood to make an array of projects from 

simple spoon and bowl carvings to furniture with turned legs and 

intricate designs.    

Lear i g outdoors does ’t ea  we ca ’t utilise the latest 

technology; a system of bird boxes and wildlife houses are dotted 

throughout the outdoor classroom and monitoring cameras are 

situated in each of the enclosures which are then set to record on a 

HD monitoring system, providing learners with a rare opportunity to 

peak into the secret lives of the wildlife who share our classroom 

with us.    

 

 

Our horticulture area boasts an array of raised beds, cold frames 

and greenhouses where we grow all of the fresh fruit and 

vegetables that feed our animals and which also provides another 

fantastic practical supplement to lessons like Science and Maths by 

embedding functional literacy and numeracy.  

 

 

 

 

We have a number of animals that the learners access either as part 

of their animal care lessons (a timetabled subject within its own 

right), outdoor education sessions or as an intervention which helps 

them to access their daily timetable.  With four degus, two rabbits, 

twelve chickens, two dogs and a bearded dragon, learners have the 

opportunity to have physical contact with a large variety of species 

whilst learning about their habitats and taking full involvement in 

their care and up keep.  This is an aspect of school life which is 

considered invaluable and one from which a great variety of 

benefits can be gleaned. 

 

 

 

OUTDOOR LEARNING 

ANIMAL CARE 

HORTICULTURE 
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At the end of the school week, learners take the opportunity to opt 

into enjoyable activities beyond the timetabled curriculum. Current 

activities include rock climbing, horse riding, music lessons, film and 

Lego club. The options available to the learners change on a half-

termly basis with new activities added following feedback from the 

Student Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition, we ensure that opportunities are made available on a 

weekly basis for the learners to take part in off-site activities to 

complement the curriculum.  These could include; visits to the park, 

a trip to the cinema, shopping for ingredients in the supermarket, or 

a visit to the leisure centre.  

 

End of term trips are also hugely popular and offer the opportunity 

to experience the wider world and perhaps challenge barriers or 

apprehensions.  Our long term aim of preparing our learners for life 

after Hardwick House is a key priority which we believe is enriched 

by these wider participation trips. 

 

All trips off-site are heavily staffed to ensure that our learners feel 

comfortable in potentially busy public areas with special care taken 

to identify any specific needs. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Every opportunity is taken to sustain links with our wider 

community and our learners are actively involved in projects which 

take them out in a supported and structured programme.  

The off-site community garden offers an opportunity to use 

knowledge learned in the outdoor education facility and contribute 

to the environment with planting of flowers for the bloom initiative 

whilst maintaining the area surrounding the school grounds.  Efforts 

here have drawn visits from the town mayor and our local MP Nicky 

Morgan. 

 

Learners are also encouraged to experience the world of work with 

the opportunity of work placements taking them to a wide variety 

of local businesses.  Here, they can extend their skills in real life 

situations whilst interacting with the wider community and 

developing their social confidence. 

 

 

ENRICHMENT 

COMMUNITY LINKS 
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Beyond the school, Hardwick House has an extended facility located 

in heart of the Loughborough community.  Our Vocational Skills 

Centre has been established by the school on the Bishop Meadow 

Industrial Estate and aims to provide construction training to young 

people, building on our core values. 

Although only opened in 2015, it is already proving a hit with the 

learners who are attending and is providing them with valuable 

skills for the future.  

At the Centre, students can develop skills in: 

 Carpentry 

 Painting and Decorating 

 Brickwork 

 Plumbing 

 Plastering 

 Motor vehicle 

Learners will also have the opportunity to design and construct 

items to take home in addition to learning all about the construction 

industry and the careers available.  Qualifications in this area are 

also available if learners show a particular interest or ability in a 

chosen field. 

 

 

 

 

 

Whilst we aim to make full use of the facilities both in school and at 

our specialised unit, these are by no means exclusive to the learners 

of Hardwick House and we are keen to offer opportunities to other 

students from other schools or educational providers who may wish 

to visit and make full use of our expertise.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOCATIONAL CENTRE 

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

 HARDWICK HOUSE SCHOOL 

 



 

 

 
 

If you are interested in securing a place for your son/daughter at 

Hardwick House the  please do ’t hesitate to ake co tact with us 
and arrange a visit.  Following this you will be guided through the 

application process as outlined in the flowchart below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This may vary dependent upon the Local Authority in which you live. 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners can be transitioned in to the school at any point along the 

above pathway and are encouraged to build up gradually to full 

time attendance with a structured programme of lessons in small 

group environments and subject areas. 

 

 

ADMISSIONS 

TRANSITIONS IN 

Contact Hardwick House to visit and 

discuss needs 

LA panel meets to discuss the request 

Request is granted 

LA sends EHCP to Hardwick 

House for consideration 

Request is not granted 

Take up a 

place in an 

alternative 

offered 

school 

Enter into 

appeals 

process for 

your 

authority 

LA accepts the offer and are sent a contract 

A transition will be planned with your child to 

ensure a smooth introduction to school 

We will send you an admissions pack which 

includes information for you and your child 

 

Your child starts school at Hardwick House 

Decide that you would like to 

pursue a place then name Hardwick 

House at Annual Review and return 

papers to LA 

School Staff will visit the child 

and make a decision about 

offering a place 

 HARDWICK HOUSE SCHOOL 

 



 

 

 

 

U der the Educatio  Act  Sectio  57 , schools ust ake 
arra ge e ts to safeguard a d pro ote the welfare of childre . 

Keeping the young people of our school safe is absolutely central to 

our work.  Hardwick House School works hard to ensure that all 

learners are educated in how to keep themselves safe both at 

school and beyond.  All of our staff are carefully screened before 

commencing employment with positive references and a 

satisfactory Disclosure and Barring Service check to ensure that 

practice is in accordance with the regulatory bodies and the 

Go er e t s Safeguardi g Childre s Strategies. 
 

 

 

 

 

KEY STAGE 2 

Running from Yr4 to Yr6, Key Stage 2 is accommodated in a separate 

base on the school site and follows a topic centred programme of 

study which changes half-termly.  Learners at Key Stage 2 are given 

the opportunity to integrate with older pupils under close 

supervision of staff but also have the security of their own area if 

needed. 

 

KEY STAGE 3 

Yr7 to Yr9 follow a timetable of subjects which will later lead to 

accreditation but here the focus is primarily on the development of 

skills and knowledge which can be later transferred into Key Stage 4.  

Key Stage 3 is seen as a key phase in the development of the 
i di idual  a d it is here here ost aluable ork is do e i  
managing behaviours with a view towards preparing our young 

people for the demands of the examination years. 

 

KEY STAGE 4 

Yr10 to Yr11 continue with the timetable with the added focus of 

GCSE accreditation for many of the subject areas alongside the 

equally important personal and social development activities. 

 

KEY STAGE 5 

Further opportunity to improve on Level 2 achievements is available 

whilst looking to development transition options and experience 

future course and vocational routes. 

 

 

SAFE GUARDING 

KEY STAGES 
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At all times our priority is the individual in our care and we look 

towards long term goals and progression forward.  Our personalised 

approach gives us the opportunity to recognise individual need at 

any time and make changes as necessary to ease pressures or 

change the focus to suit a given situation.  Whilst many may follow 

the traditional pathway from KS2 through to KS4, this is not for all 

and regular reviews may highlight a need to adjust the direction 

along the way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a staff, we are continuously reviewing the progress of our 

learners and with termly parent meetings supported by an annual 

review of statement we are confident that we have up to date 

assessments of the academic and social progress of the learners in 

our care.  We aim to review the development of our learners at 

every stage of their journey and with the support of parents and 

other agencies we amend our provision as and when the need 

arises.  As a school we are aware of our limitations and work very 

closely with other institutions who are able to offer expertise 

beyond our remit. 

 

PATHWAYS 

TRANSITIONS OUT 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The range of successes and achievements of our young people are 

diverse and whilst some can be quantified with a qualification or 

grade, it is often the personal triumphs that occur on a daily basis 

which shout loudest.  We are extremely proud of our learners at 

Hardwick House and look to celebrate every aspect of their work, 

showcasing their achievements at every available opportunity. 

A full list of GCSE and qualifications achieved can be found on our 

website including the transitional routes of those who have left us 

and moved on to more specific programmes and courses. 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS 
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Telephone: 01509 218203 

Email: info@hardwickhouseschool.co.uk 

Website: www.hardwickhouseschool.com 
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